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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Street address:
Mailing address:

RE: Dominion Energy Virginia's Proposed Elmont - Ladysmith 500 kV Transmission 
Line #574 Rebuild, Hanover and Caroline Counties, Virginia

Memorandum of Agreement Regarding Wetland Impact Consultation

Summary of Findings



Low Medium High Total

Water Quality and Wetlands. 

Recommendations and Potential Permits





michelle.henicheck@deq.virginia.gov.



1

Rachel M Studebaker (Services - 6)

From: Hamilton, Julie S CIV USARMY CENAO (USA) <Julie.S.Hamilton@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 2:07 PM
To: Rachel M Studebaker (Services - 6)
Cc: Miller, Todd M CIV USARMY CENAO (USA); Smith, Marshall Tucker (Tucker) CIV 

USARMY CENAO (USA)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Elmont - Ladysmith 500 kV - comments
Attachments: NAO_NWP-57.pdf; Clean Water Act Section 401 Certification Rule 85 FR 42210_

20200713.pdf

***This is an EXTERNAL email that was NOT sent from Dominion Energy. Are you expecting this message? Are you 
expecting a link or attachment? DO NOT click links or open attachments until you verify them*** 

Rachel, 

We received a letter dated March 19, 2021 requesting preliminary comments regarding the above rebuild 
project.  Please review the 2021 NWP 57 (attached).  Please also review the 401 water quality certification process 
(attached).  The 401 certification process has changed and requires a pre-filling meeting with DEQ facilitated by 
submitting a list of 9 things to the Corps and DEQ at the same time.  Please check the Norfolk USACE website to review 
the NWP 57 before applying since 401 certification and CZMA information may be added at a later date.  This permit 
was recently issued by USACE HQ and all of the certifications have not been finalized as of today.  The USACE permit 
cannot be verified without the 401 certification or CZMA.     

The normal coordination’s would take place with DHR and FWS.  Please keep in mind if the powerline towers are raised 
in height historic resources may be adversely affected.  Linear projects can be cumbersome when coordinating with DHR 
and FWS.  If you can supply aerial maps with the corridor shown along with impacts this makes it much easier for 
coordination.   

This project falls within Southern and Northern Regulatory Sections, therefore both chiefs are copied above. 

If you  have any specific questions about the 401 certification please reach out and I will do my best to assist with this 
very new process.  

Julie S. Hamilton 
Environmental Scientist 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
Norfolk District 
Southern Virginia Regulatory Section 
Richmond Field Office 
Mobile 804.436.4725 
www.nao.usace.army.mil 



MEMORANDUM 

To: Rachel M. Studebaker, Dominion Energy Virginia 

From: Grace Flick, C2 Environmental, Inc. 

Date: March 22, 2021 

Project: Elmont-Ladysmith 500 kV Transmission Line #574 Rebuild 

Reference: Solid and Hazardous Waste Review 

On behalf of Dominion Energy Virginia (Dominion), C2 Environmental, Inc. (C2Env) has 
completed online database searches for solid and hazardous wastes and petroleum 
release sites within a 0.5-mile radius of the proposed Elmont-Ladysmith 500 kV 
Transmission Line #574 Rebuild project. The proposed project includes the rebuild of the 
of approximately 26.2 miles of existing 500 kV overhead electric transmission line. This 
project will take place in the existing, cleared transmission line right-of-way (ROW) that 
begins at the Elmont Substation in Hanover County, Virginia and terminates at the 
Ladysmith Substation in Caroline County, Virginia.  

Publicly available data from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Facility Registry 
System (FRS) were obtained, which provide information about facilities, sites, or places 
subject to environmental regulation or of environmental interest. Although this data set 
includes all sites subject to environmental regulation by the EPA or other state authority, 
such as sites that fall under air emissions or wastewater programs, the results reported 
here only include those sites which fall under the EPA’s hazardous waste, solid waste, 
remediation, and underground storage tank programs. These sites include the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
(CERCLA)/Superfund; Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA); and brownfield 
sites. Per this database, there are no registered RCRA sites present within 0.5-mile of the 
project. 

The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) records were also searched for 
the presence of solid waste management facilities, Voluntary Remediation Program sites 
and petroleum releases within 0.5-mile of the proposed project. A total of fifteen (15) 
petroleum release sites were identified within the search area. The closest site (PC 
Number: 20124251) is located approximately 400 linear feet from the project centerline. 
This site falls outside of the ROW and has been closed. Additionally, none of the other 
identified petroleum release sites identified within 0.5-mile of the proposed project 
intersect with the project ROW and all have been closed (Table 1). Dominion has a 



Elmont-Ladysmith 500 kV Transmission Line #574 Rebuild 
Solid and Hazardous Waste Review 
Page 2 of 3 

procedure in place to handle petroleum contaminated soil if encountered; however, as all 
the release sites are located outside of the project area, none of the petroleum release 
sites are expected to have an impact on the proposed project. 
 
Two registered tank facilities were identified within the 0.5-mile search radius of the 
proposed project. The nearest site (Facility ID: 4020130) is located approximately 84 linear 
feet from the project area. This site has one inactive underground storage tank. The site is 
not within the project ROW (Table 2). 
 
In conclusion, there are no RCRA sites, fifteen (15) petroleum release sites, and two (2) 
registered tank sites that are located within a 0.5-mile radius of the project site. None of 
the sites are located within the project ROW. No EPA registered Brownfield sites or 
CERCLA/Superfund sites, no solid waste permit and no Virginia Voluntary Remediation 
Program (VRP) sites are located within 0.5-mile of the project area.
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C2 ENVIRONMENTAL INC | 11818 ROCK LANDING DRIVE STE 103 NEWPORT NEWS VA 236060| 757.223.0071 

 
To: Rachel M. Studebaker, Dominion Energy Virginia 

From: Grace Flick, C2 Environmental, Inc. 

Date: March 22, 2021

Project: Elmont-Ladysmith 500 kV Transmission Line #574 Rebuild 

Reference: Threatened and Endangered Species Review 

On behalf of Dominion Energy Virginia (Dominion), C2 Environmental, Inc. (C2Env) has 
completed online database searches for federal and state threatened and endangered 
species for the Elmont-Ladysmith 500 kV Transmission Line #574 Rebuild project. The 
proposed project includes the rebuild of approximately 26.2 miles of existing 500kV 
overhead electric transmission line. The project will take place within the existing, cleared 
transmission line right-of-way (ROW) that begins at the Elmont Substation in Hanover County, 
Virginia and terminates at the Ladysmith Substation in Caroline County, Virginia. The online 
database searches included the following: 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife (USFWS) Information, Planning, and Conservation (IPaC)
USFWS Critical Habitat for Threatened and Endangered Species Mapper
USFWS Bald Eagle Concentration Area Map
Center for Conservation Biology (CCB) Eagle Nest Locator for Virginia
Department of Wildlife Resources (DWR) Virginia Fish and Wildlife Information Service
(VAFWIS)
DWR Northern Long-eared Bat (NLEB) Winter Habitat and Roost Trees Map
Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) Natural Heritage Data
Explorer (NHDE)

Database searches were completed on January 15, 2021. 

Results 

Species identified by the database searches to have a confirmed or potential presence within 
the project vicinity are discussed below in Table 1.   
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Table 1. Database Search Results 

FT: federally threatened, FE: federally endangered, FP: federally protected, ST: state threatened, SE: 
state endangered 
 
Conclusions 
 
The following conclusions are based upon the proposed scope of work, as described by 
Dominion. The proposed scope of work assumes construction access will avoid stream 
crossings where practical or use crane mats to span stream crossings, and erosion and 
sediment controls will be used as appropriate throughout the project to protect wetlands and 
water resources. The scope of work assumes the work will occur within the existing, cleared 
and maintained ROW, although limited clearing may be required within the existing ROW 
easement and construction access roads. 
 
The federal endangered Indiana bat has been identified by USFWS as potentially occurring 
within the proposed project area. The project occurs outside the designated critical habitat 

Species Status Database Results 
Indiana bat 
(Myotis sodalis) 

FE, SE USFWS Noted as potentially occurring in 
the project area. The project is 
located outside of critical habitat. 

Northern long-eared bat 
(Myotis septentrionalis) 

FT, ST USFWS Noted as potentially occurring in 
the project area. No known 
hibernacula or maternity roosts 
are identified in the vicinity of the 
project. 

Dwarf wedgemussel 
(Alasmidonta heterodon) 

FE, SE USFWS, 
VAFWIS, DCR 

Observed within the vicinity of 
the project. 

Yellow lance 
(Elliptio lanceolata) 

FT, ST USFWS, 
VAFWIS, DCR 

Observed within the vicinity of 
the project. 

Swamp-pink  
(Helonias bullata) 

FT, SE DCR Noted as potentially occurring in 
the vicinity of the project. 

New Jersey rush 
(Juncus caesariensus) 

ST DCR Noted as potentially occurring in 
the vicinity of the project. 

Tiger salamander 
(Ambystoma tigrinum) 

SE DCR Noted as potentially occurring in 
the vicinity of the project 

Green floater 
(Lasmigona subviridis) 

ST DCR Noted as potentially occurring in 
the vicinity of the project 

Small whorled pogonia 
(Isotria medeoloides) 

FT, SE DCR Noted as potentially occurring in 
the vicinity of the project. 

Bald eagle 
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 

FP USFWS, CCB No bald eagle nests are located 
within 660 feet of the project 
area. No bald eagle 
concentration areas are present 
within the project vicinity. 
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for this species. The proposed project will occur within an existing maintained ROW and tree 
removal is expected to be limited to danger trees and select limbing. 
 
The project is located within the White Nose Syndrome Zone for the federal and state 
threatened northern long-eared bat (NLEB). The NLEB has been identified by USFWS as 
potentially occurring within the proposed project area. However, DWR records indicate that 
no known hibernacula or maternity roost trees occur within the vicinity. The proposed project 
will occur within an existing maintained ROW and tree removal is expected to be limited to 
danger trees and select limbing. The project is expected to rely upon the Programmatic 
Biological Opinion for the Final 4(d) Rule on the NLEB with no required time of year 
restriction for tree removal. 
 
USFWS, DWR, and DCR, identified the federal and state endangered dwarf wedgemussel as 
occurring within the project vicinity. This species is found in streams with sandy, silty, or 
cobble bottoms with a moderate current and good water quality. No impacts to this species 
are expected as no in-stream work is anticipated in conjunction with the project.  
 
The federal and state threatened yellow lance has been identified by USFWS, DCR, and DWR 
as occurring within the vicinity of the project. This species generally prefers sandy substrates 
and can be found in main channels of stream systems as well as small stream channels. No 
impacts to this species are expected as no in-stream work is anticipated in conjunction with 
the project.  
  
DCR identified the federal threatened and state endangered swamp-pink as potentially 
occurring within the project vicinity. This species is typically found within forested wetlands 
that are saturated year-round. No impacts to this species are expected as the project area 
consists of the existing transmission line ROW.  
 
The state threatened New Jersey rush has been identified by DCR as potentially occurring 
within the project vicinity. This species can be found within wetlands that are consistently wet, 
but without standing water, or along stream banks and pond edges. Habitat for this species 
may be present within the project area.  
 
DCR identified the state endangered tiger salamander as potentially occurring within the 
project vicinity. This species can be found in many terrestrial habitats with substrate suitable 
for burrowing and require a body of water nearby for breading. Habitat for this species may 
be present within the project area. 
 
The state threatened green floater has been identified by DCR potentially occurring within 
the project vicinity. This species prefers smaller streams with sand or gravel bottoms. It can 
occur in pools or calm waters, lacking strong currents. It prefers shallow water but is more 
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likely to occur in streams not prone to drying. No impacts to this species are expected as no 
in-stream work is anticipated in conjunction with the project.  
 
The federal threatened and state endangered small whorled pogonia has been identified by 
DCR as potentially occurring within the project vicinity. This species typically occurs in forests 
with acidic soils with an open understory. No impacts to this species are expected as the 
project area consists of the existing transmission line ROW.  
 
The CCB Bald Eagle Nest Locator identified no bald eagle nests within 660-feet of the 
project. The closest identified nest to the project is located approximately 0.35-miles from 
the project area. The USFWS Bald Eagle Concentration Area Map additionally confirms that 
the project is not located within a designated Eagle Concentration Area.  
 
The complete results from the database searches are attached for your reference. If you have 
any questions, please contact me at your earliest convenience. 
 
Attachments: USFWS-IPaC Database Search Results   
  USFWS Indiana Bat Final Critical Habitat Map 

USFWS VA Field Office Critical Habitat Map 
USFWS Bald Eagle Concentration Area Map  
CCB Bald Eagle Nest Locator Map 
VAFWIS-DWR Database Search Results  
DGIF-NLEB Winter Habitat and Roost Tree Map  
DCR - NHDE Database Search Results  
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