
January 15, 2021

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Virginia Ecological Services Field Office

6669 Short Lane
Gloucester, VA 23061-4410

Phone: (804) 693-6694 Fax: (804) 693-9032
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/

In Reply Refer To: 
Consultation Code: 05E2VA00-2021-SLI-1530 
Event Code: 05E2VA00-2021-E-04472  
Project Name: Elmont-Ladysmith 500kV Rebuild

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 
location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). Any activity 
proposed on National Wildlife Refuge lands must undergo a 'Compatibility Determination' 
conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to discuss any questions or 
concerns.

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 
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species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require 
development of an eagle conservation plan                                                                              
(http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle guidance.html).  Additionally, wind energy projects 
should follow the wind energy guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing 
impacts to migratory birds and bats.

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications 
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast)  can be found at:     
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm                   
http://www.towerkill.com  and                                                                                                 http:// 
www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in 
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project 
that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List
USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

Virginia Ecological Services Field Office
6669 Short Lane
Gloucester, VA 23061-4410
(804) 693-6694
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Project Summary
Consultation Code: 05E2VA00-2021-SLI-1530
Event Code: 05E2VA00-2021-E-04472
Project Name: Elmont-Ladysmith 500kV Rebuild
Project Type: TRANSMISSION LINE
Project Description: Transmission line rebuild
Project Location:

Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@37.87255385,-77.5472425832169,14z

Counties: Caroline and Hanover counties, Virginia
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1.

Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 4 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

Mammals
NAME STATUS

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Endangered

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Threatened

Clams
NAME STATUS

Dwarf Wedgemussel Alasmidonta heterodon
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/784

Endangered

Yellow Lance Elliptio lanceolata
There is proposed critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not 
available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4511

Threatened

Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

1
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USFWS National Wildlife Refuge Lands And Fish 
Hatcheries
Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a 
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to 
discuss any questions or concerns.

THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS OR FISH HATCHERIES WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA.
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USFWS VA Field Office Critical Habitat 
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USFWS Bald Eagle Concentration Area 
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Layers: VA Eagle Nest Locator, VA Eagle Nest Buffers, Eagle Roosts, Eagle Roost Buffers

Map Center [longitude, latitude]: [-77.49309539794922, 37.78930232286027]

Map Link:
https://ccbbirds.org/maps/#layer=VA+Eagle+Nest+Locator&layer=VA+Eagle+Nest+Buffers&layer=Eagle+Roosts
&layer=Eagle+Roost+Buffers&zoom=12&lat=37.78930232286027&lng=-77.49309539794922&legend=legend_ta
b_59557df6-c07b-11e5-a485-0e31c9be1b51&base=World+Imagery+%28ESRI%29

Report Generated On: 01/15/2021

The Center for Conservation Biology (CCB) provides certain data online as a free service to the public and the regulatory sector. CCB encourages the use of its data sets in wildlife
conservation and management applications. These data are protected by intellectual property laws. All users are reminded to view the Data Use Agreement to ensure compliance with
our data use policies. For additional data access questions, view our Data Distribution Policy, or contact our Data Manager, Marie Pitts, at mlpitts@wm.edu or 757-221-7503.

Report generated by The Center for Conservation Biology Mapping Portal.

To learn more about CCB visit ccbbirds.org or contact us at info@ccbbirds.org

CCB Mapping Portal



Layers: VA Eagle Nest Locator, VA Eagle Nest Buffers, Eagle Roosts, Eagle Roost Buffers

Map Center [longitude, latitude]: [-77.51815795898438, 37.99521572699314]

Map Link:
https://ccbbirds.org/maps/#layer=VA+Eagle+Nest+Locator&layer=VA+Eagle+Nest+Buffers&layer=Eagle+Roosts
&layer=Eagle+Roost+Buffers&zoom=12&lat=37.99521572699314&lng=-77.51815795898438&legend=legend_ta
b_59557df6-c07b-11e5-a485-0e31c9be1b51&base=World+Imagery+%28ESRI%29

Report Generated On: 01/15/2021

The Center for Conservation Biology (CCB) provides certain data online as a free service to the public and the regulatory sector. CCB encourages the use of its data sets in wildlife
conservation and management applications. These data are protected by intellectual property laws. All users are reminded to view the Data Use Agreement to ensure compliance with
our data use policies. For additional data access questions, view our Data Distribution Policy, or contact our Data Manager, Marie Pitts, at mlpitts@wm.edu or 757-221-7503.

Report generated by The Center for Conservation Biology Mapping Portal.

To learn more about CCB visit ccbbirds.org or contact us at info@ccbbirds.org

CCB Mapping Portal
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DWR-NLEB Winter Habitat and Roost Tree Map 
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Rachel M Studebaker (Services - 6)

From: Hypes, Rene' <rene.hypes@dcr.virginia.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 10:41 AM
To: Rachel M Studebaker (Services - 6)
Cc: Meader, Tyler (DCR); Bulluck, Jason
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Elmont to Ladysmith 500 kV Line #574 Rebuild Project

***This is an EXTERNAL email that was NOT sent from Dominion Energy. Are you expecting this message? Are you 
expecting a link or attachment? DO NOT click links or open attachments until you verify them*** 

Ms. Studebaker, 

Thank you for your request.  In order for us to initiate the review of this project, we need a completed information 
services order form along with the attached project map and information. It would also be helpful if you could provide 
an ArcGIS shapefile of the project area.  Please note, our standard review time is 30 calendar days starting upon receipt 
of the completed information services order form.  I am happy to speak to you or your supervisor about our review 
process. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Rene'  Hypes    

On Mon, Mar 22, 2021 at 10:37 AM Rachel.M.Studebaker@dominionenergy.com 
<Rachel.M.Studebaker@dominionenergy.com> wrote: 

Ms. Hypes, 

Please see the attached letter and project map notifying you of the proposed transmission line rebuild project located 
in Hanover and Caroline Counties, Virginia. 

Please contact me with any questions or for additional information. 

Thank you, 

Rachel Studebaker
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Environmental Specialist II 

Dominion Energy Services 

120 Tredegar Street, Richmond, VA 23219 

Office: (804) 273-4086 

Cell: (804) 217-1847 

  

 

  

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic message contains information which may be legally confidential and or 
privileged and does not in any case represent a firm ENERGY COMMODITY bid or offer relating thereto which binds the 
sender without an additional express written confirmation to that effect. The information is intended solely for the 
individual or entity named above and access by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any 
disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this information is prohibited and may be unlawful. If you 
have received this electronic transmission in error, please reply immediately to the sender that you have received the 
message in error, and delete it. Thank you. 

 
 
 
--  
S. Rene' Hypes  

Project Review Coordinator  

Department of Conservation and Recreation 

Division of Natural Heritage 

600 East Main Street, 24th Floor 

Richmond, Virginia 23219  

804-371-2708 (phone)  

804-371-2674 (fax) 

rene.hypes@dcr.virginia.gov 

 

Conserving VA's Biodiversity through Inventory, Protection and Stewardship 

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural-heritage 
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Rachel M Studebaker (Services - 6)

From: Ewing, Amy <amy.ewing@dwr.virginia.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 12:02 PM
To: Rachel M Studebaker (Services - 6)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Elmont to Ladysmith 500 kV Line #574 Rebuild Project

***This is an EXTERNAL email that was NOT sent from Dominion Energy. Are you expecting this message? Are you 
expecting a link or attachment? DO NOT click links or open attachments until you verify them*** 

Thank you for contacting us about your project.  Due to staffing limitations, we are unable to review and 
provide comments on projects that are not currently involved in one of the regulatory review processes for 
which we are a formal consulting agency  (see https://www.DWR.virginia.gov/environmental-
programs/).  If your project becomes involved in one of these review processes, we will review the project 
at that time and provide our comments to the requesting agency.  In advance of that, we recommend that 
you conduct a preliminary desktop analysis to evaluate your project’s potential impacts upon the 
Commonwealth’s wildlife resources by accessing our online information system, the Virginia Fish and 
Wildlife Information Service (VAFWIS) and using the Geographic Search function to generate an Initial 
Project Assessment (IPA) report.  

We recommend the following steps: 

A. Access VAFWIS at this link: https://vafwis.DWR.virginia.gov/fwis/
If you are not already a VAFWIS subscriber, you should request to become one by emailing a
request to VAFWIS_support@DWR.virginia.gov.  VAFWIS Subscriptions are free of charge.  As a
subscriber, one is able to generate an IPA for the project area (project site plus a minimum 2-mile
buffer) which generates a list of imperiled wildlife and designated wildlife resources known from the 
project area.  You may also access VAFWIS as a visitor, but access to data and mapping at this
user level is restricted.

Alternatively, you may contact our Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Coordinator, Jay 
Kapalczynski, at Jay.Kapalczynski@DWR.virginia.gov to request access to the Wildlife Mapping and 
Environmental Review Map Service (WERMS) which allows you to download GIS data into your own 
system. 

B. Access information about the location of bat hibernacula and roosts from the following
locations:

Northern Long-Eared Bats: https://www.dwr.virginia.gov/wildlife/bats/northern-long-eared-bat-
application/ 

Little Brown Bats and Tricolored Bats: https://www.dwr.virginia.gov/wildlife/bats/little-brown-bat-
tri-colored-bat-winter-habitat-roosts-application/  

C. Access up to date information about the location and status of bald eagle nests in Virginia by
accessing the Center for Conservation Biology’s Eagle Nest Locator at https://ccbbirds.org/what-
we-do/research/species-of-concern/virginia-eagles/nest-locator/

D. Review the DWR information, guidance, and protocols available on our website at the bottom of
this page in the “Additional Resources” section and implement, as appropriate.

E. Include the results of your desktop analysis with your project documents, applications, etc.
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   Amy Martin Ewing 
    Environmental Services Biologist 
    Manager, Wildlife Information
    she/her/hers 
     P 804.367.2211  
    Department of Wildlife Resources 
     CONSERVE. CONNECT.  PROTECT. 
     A 7870 Villa Park Drive, P.O. Box 90778, Henrico, VA 23228 
    www.VirginiaWildlife.gov 

On Mon, Mar 22, 2021 at 10:37 AM Rachel.M.Studebaker@dominionenergy.com 
<Rachel.M.Studebaker@dominionenergy.com> wrote: 

Ms. Ewing, 

  

Please see the attached letter and project map notifying you of the proposed transmission line rebuild project located 
in Hanover and Caroline Counties, Virginia. 

  

Please contact me with any questions or for additional information. 

  

Thank you, 

  

  

Rachel Studebaker 

Environmental Specialist II 

Dominion Energy Services 

120 Tredegar Street, Richmond, VA 23219 

Office: (804) 273-4086 

Cell: (804) 217-1847 
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic message contains information which may be legally confidential and or 
privileged and does not in any case represent a firm ENERGY COMMODITY bid or offer relating thereto which binds the 
sender without an additional express written confirmation to that effect. The information is intended solely for the 
individual or entity named above and access by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any 
disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this information is prohibited and may be unlawful. If you 
have received this electronic transmission in error, please reply immediately to the sender that you have received the 
message in error, and delete it. Thank you. 
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Rachel M Studebaker (Services - 6)

From: Case, Rachel L <rachel_case@fws.gov> on behalf of Virginia Field Office, FW5 
<virginiafieldoffice@fws.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2021 10:58 AM
To: Rachel M Studebaker (Services - 6)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: [EXTERNAL] Elmont to Ladysmith 500 kV Line #574 Rebuild Project 

***This is an EXTERNAL email that was NOT sent from Dominion Energy. Are you expecting this message? Are you 
expecting a link or attachment? DO NOT click links or open attachments until you verify them*** 

Hi Rachel, 

Thank you for notifying our office about this project. If you are seeking Section 7 review for this project, you 
will need to utilize our online review process. An overview of this process can be found on our website 
at https://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/endangered/projectreviews.html. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thanks, 
Rachel 

From: Andersen, Troy M <troy_andersen@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 11:19 AM 
To: Virginia Field Office, FW5 <virginiafieldoffice@fws.gov> 
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Elmont to Ladysmith 500 kV Line #574 Rebuild Project 

From: Rachel.M.Studebaker@dominionenergy.com <Rachel.M.Studebaker@dominionenergy.com> 
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 10:39 AM 
To: Andersen, Troy M <troy_andersen@fws.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Elmont to Ladysmith 500 kV Line #574 Rebuild Project  

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening 
attachments, or responding.  

Mr. Andersen, 

Please see the attached letter and project map notifying you of the proposed transmission line rebuild project located in 
Hanover and Caroline Counties, Virginia. 

Please contact me with any questions or for additional information. 

Thank you, 
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Rachel Studebaker 
Environmental Specialist II 
Dominion Energy Services 
120 Tredegar Street, Richmond, VA 23219 
Office: (804) 273-4086 
Cell: (804) 217-1847 
  

 
  
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic message contains information which may be legally 
confidential and or privileged and does not in any case represent a firm ENERGY COMMODITY bid or offer 
relating thereto which binds the sender without an additional express written confirmation to that effect. The 
information is intended solely for the individual or entity named above and access by anyone else is 
unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents 
of this information is prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, 
please reply immediately to the sender that you have received the message in error, and delete it. Thank you.  



Commonwealth of Virginia
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Transmitted electronically:



Amelia.h.boschen@dominionenergy.com
Elizabeth.l.hester@dominionenergy.com

Stacey.t.ellis@dominionenergy.com




