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ABSTRACT

In March 2021, Dutton + Associates, LLC (D+A) conducted a Pre-Application Analysis 
(analysis) of cultural resources for the Elmont-Ladysmith Line #574 500kV Rebuild Project. The 
analysis was performed for Dominion Energy (Dominion) in support of a State Corporation 
Commission (SCC) application. The analysis was conducted in accordance with Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources’ (VDHR) guidance titled Guidelines for Assessing Impacts of 
Proposed Electric Transmission Lines and Associated Facilities on Historic Resources in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia (January 2008) and Commonwealth of Virginia State Corporation 
Commission Division of Public Utility Regulation Guidelines for Transmission Line Applications 
Filed Under Title 56 of the Code of Virginia (August 2017).  

As part of Elmont-Ladysmith Line #574 500kV Rebuild and Related Projects, Dominion 
proposes to rebuild approximately 26.2 miles of an existing transmission line which runs from 
the existing Elmont switching station in Hanover County, Virginia to the existing Ladysmith 
switching station in Caroline County (Figures 2-1 and 2-2). The existing line, which was built in 
1966, is suspended primarily on COR-TEN steel lattice towers that average 111-feet in height. 
They will be replaced on a one-to-one basis primarily with galvanized steel lattice towers, as 
well as a smaller number of galvanized steel 3-pole structures that average 145-feet in height 
(Table 2-1). All replacement structures will be dulled galvanized steel structures that can 
support a 500 kV circuit with an underbuild that permits a future 230kV circuit. Conductor and 
shield wire will also be dulled to reduce glare. The project will also entail the removal of one 
single circuit 500 kV galvanized steel lattice tower supporting existing Line #568 (Ladysmith – 
Possum Point) within the Ladysmith switching station, which will be replaced with two single 
circuit 500 kV chemically dulled galvanized steel lattice towers. The project will be constructed 
within existing ROW and no additional clearing or ROW will be required as part of the project.  

The background research conducted as part of this analysis was guided by VDHR guidance and 
designed to identify all previously recorded National Historic Landmarks (NHL) located within 
1.5-miles of the proposed project, all historic properties listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) or battlefields located within 1-mile of the proposed project, all historic 
properties considered eligible for listing in the NRHP located within 0.5-miles of the proposed 
project, and all buildings, structures, and archaeological sites located directly within the 
proposed project area.  Historic properties include architectural and archaeological (terrestrial 
and underwater) resources, historic and cultural landscapes, battlefields, and historic districts.  
For each historic property within the defined tiers, a review of existing documentation and a 
field reconnaissance was undertaken to assess each property’s significant character-defining 
features, as well as the character of its current setting.  Following identification of historic 
properties, D+A assessed the potential for impacts to any identified properties as a result of the 
proposed project.  Specific attention was given to determining whether or not construction 
related to the project could introduce new visual elements into the property’s viewshed or 
directly impact the property through construction, which would either directly or indirectly alter 
those qualities or characteristics that qualify the historic property for listing in the NRHP.

Review of the VDHR VCRIS inventory records revealed a total of 327 previously recorded 
architectural resources are located within 1.5 mile of the proposed project. Of these, there is one 



(1) NHL located within 1.5 mile of the proposed project, no properties listed in the NRHP and 
one (1) battlefield located within 1.0 mile of the project, and four (4) properties that have been 
determined eligible or potentially eligible for listing in the NRHP within 0.5 mile of the project.

VDHR VCRIS records reveals there are twenty-seven (27) previously recorded archaeological 
sites within one mile of the project area, none of which are located within or adjacent to the 
project area (within 100 feet of the project centerline). Previously recorded sites within one mile 
of the project primarily consist of prehistoric lithic scatters, camps, and occupation sites. There 
are also historic-period domestic sites, a cemetery, iron furnace, and artifact scatters. One of the 
sites within one mile has been previously determined eligible for listing in the NRHP; however, 
this site is not located directly within or adjacent to the project. One additional site has been 
determined not eligible for listing in the NRHP by the VDHR, and the remaining sites have not 
been formally evaluated. 

Field inspection, representative photographs, and photo simulation reveal that the project 
extends through a mostly wooded landscape for much of its length, and therefore will be partly 
to completely screened from many vantage points within and near the historic properties. The 
exception is from Cool Water, where the existing line and structures are only visible from 
discrete vantage points within the property, but the project will introduce increased visibility of 
the structures already visible, and additional visibility of structures that are currently not visible. 
It is therefore D+A’s opinion that the proposed Elmont-Ladysmith Line# 574 500kV Rebuild 
and Related Projects may have as much as a moderate impact on Cool Water. Assessment 
shows there will be less visibility from the other historic resources, and generally limited to 
increased visibility of structures that are already visible with no additional visibility of more 
structures. Where structures can be seen, visibility will be limited to one or two structures, with 
no wide or uninterrupted views of multiple structures. It is therefore D+A’s opinion that the 
proposed Elmont-Ladysmith Line# 574 500kV Rebuild and Related Projects will have no more 
than a minimal impact on Scotchtown, North Anna Battlefield, Richmond-Ashland Trolley 
Line, or the RF&P Railroad Corridor and Historic District.

A summary of findings and recommendations is provided in the table below. 

Potential Impacts Summary for Architectural Resources
VDHR # Resource Name, Address NRHP-

Status 
Distance from 
Project

Recommended 
Impact 

042-0030 
Patrick Henry Home (Scotchtown), 
16120 Chiswell Lane NHL 1.25 Mile No Impact

042-0075 Cool Water, Ridge Road 
NRHP-
Eligible Crossed by ROW Moderate

042-0123 North Anna Battlefield 
NRHP-
Eligible

Within 1 Mile and 
Crossed by ROW Minimal 

043-5347 Richmond-Ashland Trolley Line
NRHP-
Eligible Crossed by ROW Minimal 

088-5413 
CSX Railroad Corridor, Richmond, 
Fredericksburg & Potomac Railroad

NRHP-
Eligible Crossed by ROW Minimal 

500-0001 

Richmond, Fredericksburg and 
Potomac Railroad, Richmond, 
Fredericksburg and Potomac 
Railroad Historic District

NRHP-
Eligible Crossed by ROW Minimal 



With regards to archaeology, there are no previously recorded sites within or immediately 
adjacent (within 100-feet of the centerline) to the project area. It is therefore D+A’s opinion 
that the proposed Elmont-Ladysmith Line# 574 500kV Rebuild and Related Projects will have 
no impact on any previously identified archaeological sites.
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Scotchtown (VDHR ID# 042-0030) 

no impact






























