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Transmitted electronically: elizabeth.h.gayne@dominionenergy.com 
 

Dear Ms. Gayne, 

 

The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has reviewed the Dominion Energy Virginia 

Electric Transmission (Dominion ET) Standards and Specifications (S&S) for Erosion and Stormwater 

Management (ESM), certified on June 26, 2025, and received by the DEQ Office of Stormwater Management 

on June 26, 2025. The S&S Agreement is deemed approved for ESM pursuant to the Virginia Erosion and 

Stormwater Management Act (§ 62.1-44.15:24 et seq.) and associated regulation (9VAC25-875-10 et seq) 

unless otherwise specified by DEQ or where there are changes requiring DEQ review and approval. 

 

As an owner/operator with approved S&S, Dominion ET is responsible for administering, implementing, and 

complying with the S&S Agreement and following the design criteria in the Virginia Stormwater Management 

Handbook (VSMH, GM24-2001). In accordance with Part VI of the Virginia Erosion and Stormwater 

Management Regulation (9VAC25-875-820 & 830), Dominion ET will periodically update the S&S 

Agreement. Approval of the S&S Agreement by DEQ does not relieve the owner/operator of the duty to 

comply with other applicable local, state, or federal ordinances or regulations.  

 

The approved S&S Agreement is subject to the following requirements:  

1. Approval of this S&S is set to expire 60 days after the publication of VSMH, Version 1.3.   

2. Upon issuance of VSMH Version 1.3, Dominion ET shall submit new S&S to DEQ-OSWM for review 

within 30 days using Appendix J with no variations. 

3. Dominion will work diligently with DEQ Handbook staff (POC: Kay Alexander) to propose changes 

that incorporate specific items related to Dominion’s specialized work that will allow similar industries 

building such facilities to use the same standard (as more solar projects are building their own 

substations and transmission lines, AEP, Electric Co-Ops, Data centers that self-perform electrical 
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Pre-Application Analysis of Cultural Resources 
Charlottesville-Gordonsville TL Rebuild Project 
City of Charlottesville and Albemarle County, VA 

2. OVERVIEW AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

For this Project, Dominion Energy Virginia retained the services of Dewberry to help collect information 
within the study area, identify the Proposed Route, perform a routing analysis, and document the routing 
efforts in an Environmental Routing Study. The Company considered the facilities required to construct 
and operate the new feeds ; the amount of existing development in each area; the potential for 
environmental impacts on communities; and the relative cost of each option . After a review of the route 
options that could address the overloaded Lines 2054 and 2135, the Company identified one electrical 
option for the Charlottesville-Gordonsville Lines, which is located in the City of Charlottesville and 
Albemarle County, Virginia: Rebuild approximately 8. 7 miles of the existing 230 kilovolt ("kV") 
Charlottesville-Hollymeade Junction Line #2054 by removing the existing 230 kV structures, which are 
mostly single-circuit wooden H-frame structures, and replacing them with double circuit 230 kV 
monopole structures utilizing current 230 kV standards; and rebuild approximately 7 .1 miles of the existing 
230 kV Hollymeade Junction-Gordonsville Line #2135 by removing the existing 230 kV structures, which 
are mostly single-circuit wooden H-frame structures, and replacing them with double circuit 230 kV 
monopole structures2 utilizing current 230 kV standards. 

The Rebuild Project will be constructed within existing cleared right-of-way (the Proposed Route, or 
Route). See Figure 1 for an overview of the Proposed Route. The route would utilize the existing 100-foot 
right-of-way between the Company's existing Charlottesville Substation located off Coleman Street and 
the Company's existing Gordonsville Substation located along Lovers Lane. See Figure 2A-2C for an 
overview of the proposed rebuild structures included in the Proposed Route. 

2.1 Proposed Route Description 
The length of the corridor for Proposed Route is approximately 8. 7 miles for Line 2054 and 7 .1 miles for 
Line 2135 for a total of 15.8 linear miles (see Figure 1 ). Beginning in Charlottesville at the Charlottesville 
Substation off Coleman Street, the Proposed Route travels southeast parallel to Richmond Road (US 
Route 250) for approximately 2.2 miles before turning roughly east and continuing for 2.0 miles. From that 
point, the route turns northeast and continues roughly parallel to Louisa Road and Gordonsville Road to 
the delivery point at the Gordonsville Substation, a distance of about 11 .6 miles. The Proposed Route 
consists entirely of existing right-of-way with existing wooden H-frame transmission structures supporting 
Lines 2054 and 2135. 

2.2 Management Recommendations 
A total of 4 7 known archaeological sites are located within one mile of the Proposed Route. None of these 
sites are located within the Project right-of-way. None of the sites within one mile of the considered 
Proposed Route has been determined to be eligible for listing in the NRHP. The 47 sites within one mile 
of the Proposed Route are unevaluated for inclusion in the NRHP or have been determined not eligible 
for listing in the NRHP. No archaeological survey was conducted as part of this effort. The Proposed 
Route should be assessed for existing conditions and impacts to potentially unknown archaeological sites 
as design details are advanced . No archaeological sites recorded in the Virginia Cultural Resource 
Information System (VCRIS) at the date of publication will be impacted by the Project. 

One National Historic Landmark (NHL) is located within 1.5 miles of the Proposed Route. Background 
research identified 13 historic properties listed in the NRHP, no battlefields, and three historic landscapes 
within 1.0 mile of the Proposed Route. One NRHP-eligible property was identified within 0.5 mile of the 
Proposed Route. Therefore, 18 resources meeting criteria specified in the Guidelines were considered for 
this analysis. Dewberry recommends that the Proposed Route would have no more than a minimal impact 
on Castle Hill , East Belmont, Edgehill , and the Southwest Mountains RHO, and no impact on the 
remaining 14 resources considered in this study. More information about each resource and the nature of 
potential impacts from the proposed Project can be found in the chapters that follow. 

fjtp Dewberry · 
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