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Definitions and Acronyms

Virtual Power Plant (VPP) means an aggregation of distributed energy resources,
enrolled either directly with an electric utility or indirectly through an aggregator, that
are operated in coordination to provide one or more grid services.
Demand Side Management (DSM) refers to strategies and programs designed to
influence consumer electricity usage patterns to improve energy efficiency, reduce peak
demand, and enhance grid reliability.
Distributed Energy Resources (DERs) means a resource of up to five megawatts that is
located on the customer's premises or is interconnected with the distribution system
and produces or stores electricity or modifies the timing or amount of a customer's
electricity consumption.
Distributed Energy Resource Manage System (DERMS) is an overarching system that
integrates with key operational, business, and customer systems to manage DERs with
the goal of minimizing grid constraints and maximizing DER value.
Demand Response (DR) is an energy management strategy that encourages electricity
consumers to adjust their usage during peak demand periods in response to price
signals, incentives, or grid reliability needs.
Aggregator is a third party individual or entity, other than the electric utility, that enrolls
customers in programs and coordinates the operation of enrolled energy resources.
Advanced Meter Infrastructure (AMI) is another term for “smart meters” — electric
meters that automatically measure and record usage data at regular intervals and
provide that data to consumers and energy companies at least once daily. The term
also includes the systems that use the data and communicate with the meters including
the field area network and back office system.
Behind the Meter (BTM)- refers to energy resources or technologies that are located on
the customer's side of the utility meter
kW kilowatt
kWh kilowatt hour
Implementation Vendor is a company or service provider that enters into a contractual
agreement with a utility to deliver specific products, technologies, or services. In this
role, the vendor acts as an extension of the utility, representing its interests and
supporting its operational or programmatic goals. Implementation vendors:

o Communicate with and control DERs,

o  Work with various technology original equipment manufacturers (OEMs),

o Utilize cloud-based technology,

o Provide visibility and control over DER assets located on customers premises,

o Handle customer DER enrollment, communication, and management.

Third-party Ownership (TPO) in the context of solar and battery energy systems, TPO
refers to a financing model where a separate entity, typically a solar developer, investor,
or energy services company, owns, installs, and maintains the energy system on a
customer’s property.



Electric utility means a Phase Il Utility as defined in subdivision A 1 of § 56-585.1 of the
Code of Virginia.

Eligible technology means a distributed energy resource that meets the requirements
for participation in the pilot program and does not emit carbon dioxide as a byproduct
of combusting fuel or manufacturing fuel for combustion to generate electricity.

Grid event means a grid condition for which the electric utility schedules or remotely
dispatches enrolled devices to respond.

Grid service means a capacity, energy, or ancillary service that supports grid operations.
Historically economically disadvantaged community has the same meaning as provided
in § 56-576 of the Code of Virginia

Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) refers to a company that produces parts,
components, or complete systems that are used in another company's end products. In
the VPP space, OEMs are the manufacturers of hardware like inverters, battery units,
and energy management systems.


https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/56-585.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/56-576/

