
[Music]

( aeriel footage of the power plant with its 7 large tanks for storing natural gas on the chesapeake
bay )

Dominion Cove point is located on the Chesapeake Bay and Lusby in Southern Maryland, south of
Washington DC. It is one of the nation's largest liquefied natural gas import facilities, receiving
shipments of natural gas in specially designed transport ships from around the world at, a pier
located one mile out into the Chesapeake Bay. ( a vessel docks alongside the pier to unload the fuel
it's carrying ) The processing facility at Cove Point occupies only about 10% of the thousand acre
plus plant site. The majority of the property is kept in a natural state. 

( aerial footage of the marsh from the bay side and the ocean side )

The 190 acre Cove Point Marsh is the largest freshwater marsh on the western shore of the
Chesapeake Bay. Because of its unique blend of geological, hydrological, and biological features, it
has been designated a Maryland natural heritage area. ( a herring flys across the surface of the
marsh water ) A 2006 nor'easter created a breach in the barrier beach allowing the salty or brackish
water of the Chesapeake Bay to enter the freshwater marsh causing significant damage to the
unique environment of the marsh. The marsh contains more than 40 rare threatened or endangered
plant species. The bay water inundating the marsh was having an impact on some of these species.

In an effort to reduce that impact, Dominion decided to take action. ( aerial footage of the pier with
construction equipment surrounding it ) Already undertaking a project on the pier that involved
dredging, Dominion saw an opportunity to demonstrate its ongoing commitment to environmental
stewardship by using the clean dredged material to restore the marsh. In May of 2010, construction
began on a rock revetment, 250 feet offshore. ( various construction vehicles move about rock to
build a retaining wall ) 33,000 tons of rock from other locations in Maryland were used to build the
2,600 footlong revetment over a six-month period. ( photos of the months show progress on the
revetment from may to december ) More than 10,000 tons of sand was brought to the beach for
restoration of the breach and about 120,000 cubic yards of clean dredge material was placed
between the restored beach and the revetment. In all more than 50 thousand man-hours of labor
was involved in the beach and marsh restoration effort. The clean dredged material will be stabilized
with salt tolerant marsh plants, creating 11 acres of salt marsh and act as a buffer between the bay
and the beach that is the boundary for the freshwater Cove Point Marsh. 

( volunteers are shown planting new vegetation inside the marsh )

In late February of 2011, Dominion and members of the National Aquarium of Baltimore, along with
community volunteers and local school children, planted 66,000 marsh plants as the first step in
creating the salt marsh. Volunteers will return in May for a second round of planting. The revetment
and new salt marsh protect the barrier beach, allowing the Cove Point Marsh to return to a
freshwater ecosystem.
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