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Environmental Justice and Community Engagement
Instruction Sheet

Demographic Screening Reports:

To submit the EPA EJScreen Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping Tool “EJScreen
Community Report” for the 1-mile area around the project please follow the instructions
outlined below.

1. Go tothe U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) EJScreen website at
https://ejscreen.epa.gov/mapper/.

2. The first step is identifying the project area. This can be done by selecting the “Tools”
tab from the website menu and using the "Add Shapefile" tool to upload a zipped
shapefile (SHP) or by selecting the “Reports” tab and using the “Draw an Area” tool to
manually delineate the project area boundary onto the map.Ll

3. Once the area of interest is visible on the map, click on it so that a box titled “Chart or
Report” appears.

4. Specify the 1-mile distance in the box labeled “Buffer” then click “Add to Map”. The 1-
mile area should now be visible on the map.

5. Click on the link to the “EJScreen Community Report” in the list that appears (be sure to
specify the distance before selecting a report).

6. Clicking the report link opens a pdf file. Please download and submit the pdf file.

(Please also submit the shapefile used to prepare the reports.)

Identifying E] Communities:

See the Virginia Environmental Justice Act (VEJA) (Va. Code §§ 2.2-234-235) for relevant
definitions. An “EJ community” under the VEJA is either a population of color (which includes
linguistically isolated populations) and/or a low income community. Specific thresholds for
population of color and low income are set out by the statute.

Pay particular attention to the requirements for defining a community of color under the VEJA.
Compare not just the “total population of color” to the state average, but also each individual
population of color (e.g., African American, Hispanic, Asian, Native American, linguistically
isolated, etc.) to the state average percentage.

Community Engagement:

Environmental justice is just as much about achieving meaningful involvement as it is about
avoiding environmental impacts to disadvantaged or overburdened communities. Once an EJ
community is identified, even where project effects are expected to be minimal or none at all, a
community engagement strategy including targeted measures designed to proactively involve
diverse stakeholders is an appropriate response.
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Please provide a summary of any community mailings or meetings you’ve conducted and
describe any engagement you’ve had with adjacent landowners. If community feedback led to
alteration of project plans or identification of community benefit opportunities, please note

that too.

[l Geographic areas such as counties, cities, or census tracts can also be selected by using other tools available
under the “Reports” tab.
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